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Academic Positions 

Postdoctoral Research Scientist 
Columbia University, New York, NY, USA 

2012-present 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Columbia University, New York, NY, USA 

2010-2012 

 
Education 

Ph.D., Experimental Social Psychology 
McGill University, Montreal, QC, Canada 

Advisor: John E. Lydon 
Dissertation: Hopes of affiliation and fears of rejection: The 
effects of attachment anxiety on behaviour and outcomes in initial 
interactions 

2003-2010 

B.Sc., Psychology (Honours) 
McMaster University, Hamilton, ON, Canada 

Specialization: Evolution and Social Behaviour 

1999-2003 

 
Honours and Awards 

Fonds québécois de la recherche sur la société et la culture (FQRSC) 
Postdoctoral Scholarship ($32 000/year) 

2010-2012 

McGill University 
Principal’s Graduate Fellowship ($2500) 

2009 

McGill University and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada (SSHRC) 

Internal Research Grant ($2500) 

2008 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) 
Doctoral Fellowship ($20 000/year) 

2006-2009 

Fonds québécois de la recherche sur la société et la culture (FQRSC) 
Doctoral Scholarship ($20 000/year), declined 

2006-2009 

McGill University 
Alma Mater Travel Grant ($250, $750) 

2006, 2009 
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Society for Personality and Social Psychology 
Graduate Student Poster Award, Runner-up, $50 

2006 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) 
Master’s Fellowship ($17 500/year) 

2004-2005 

Publications 

Peer-reviewed Articles 

McClure, M. J. & Lydon, J. E. (under review). Distress doesn’t become you: The path from 
attachment anxiety to relationship initiation failure. Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology. 

McClure, M. J., Bartz, J. A., & Lydon, J. E. (in press). Uncovering and overcoming 
ambivalence: The role of chronic and contextually activated attachment in two-person 
social dilemmas. Journal of Personality. 

Milyavskya, M., McClure, M. J., Ma, D., Koestner, R., & Lydon, J. E. (2011). Attachment 
moderates the effects of autonomy-supportive and controlling interpersonal primes on 
intrinsic motivation. Canadian Journal of Behavioural Sciences. Advance online 
publication. doi: 10.1037/a45d7867 

McClure, M. J., Lydon., J. E., Baccus, J., & Baldwin, M. W. (2010). A signal detection analysis 
of the anxiously attached at speed-dating: Being unpopular is only the first part of the 
problem. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 36, 1024-1036. 

Birnie, C., McClure, M. J., Lydon, J. E., & Holmberg, D. (2009). Attachment avoidance and 
commitment aversion: A script for relationship failure. Personal Relationships, 16, 79–
97. 

Book Chapters and Invited Publications 

Baldwin, M. W., Lydon, J. E., McClure, M. J., & Etchison, S. (2010). Measuring implicit 
processes in close relationships. In Bertram Gawronski & Keith Payne, (Eds.) Handbook 
of Implicit Social Cognition. New York: Guilford Publications. 

Lydon, J. E., McClure, M. J., & Linardatos, L. (2009). Commitment: Predictors and Outcomes. 
In Harry T. Reis & Susan Sprecher (Eds.). Encyclopedia of Human Relationships. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

Manuscripts Under Revision 

McClure, M. J. & Lydon, J. E. (under revision). Exploring the organization of psychological 
needs: Interpersonal connectedness as psychological oxygen.  

 
Presentations (since 2008) 

Paper Presentations, Colloquia, and Invited Talks 

McClure, M.J. (2011, March). Horizontal or hierarchical? Exploring the organization of our 
fundamental psychological needs. Presented to the Social Area of the New York 
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University Department of Psychology, New York, NY.  
McClure, M. J., Lydon., J. E., Baccus, J., & Baldwin, M. W. (2011, January). Being unselective 

minimizes missed opportunities but maximizes rejection for the anxiously attached. In M. 
Canteberry (Chair), Cues and strategies for communicating interest in romantic 
relationship initiation. Symposium conducted at the annual meeting of the Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX.  

McClure, M. J. (2010, April). Are our fundamental psychological needs organized 
hierarchically? Presented to the Arthur Aron Interpersonal Relationships Lab, 
Department of Psychology, SUNY Stony Brook, Stony Brook, NY. 

McClure, M. J. & Lydon, J. E. (2010, January). Horizontal or hierarchical psychological needs? 
Using priming to compare the effects of need threats on affect, cognition, and behavioral 
intentions. In K. Sheldon (Chair), Experiential needs and behavioral motives: Different 
things or same difference? Symposium conducted at the annual meeting of the Society 
for Personality and Social Psychology, Las Vegas, NV.  

McClure, M. J. & Lydon. (2009, November). Anxiety doesn’t become You: Nervousness 
mediates unattractive and undesirable impressions. Paper presented at the "New 
directions in research on close relationships: Integrating across disciplines and theoretical 
approaches" conference, hosted by the University of Kansas Close Relationships 
Research Group and the International Association for Relationships Research, Lawrence, 
KS. 

McClure, M. J. & Lydon, J. E. (2009, October). The ugly truth about attachment anxiety. 
Presented at the Attraction and Relationships Pre-conference of the annual meeting of the 
Society of Experimental Psychology, Portland, ME. 

McClure, M. J., Lydon, J. E., Baccus, J., & Baldwin, M. W. (2008, September). The anxiously 
attached at speed-dating. Presented at the Annual Hebb Graduate Student Showcase, 
Department of Psychology, McGill University, Montreal, QC. 

McClure, M. J., Lydon, J. E., Baccus, J., & Baldwin, M. W. (2008, July). The anxiously attached 
at speed-dating: Unpopular but indiscriminating. Paper presented at the International 
Association for Relationship Research biennial conference, Providence, RI. 

McClure, M. J., Lydon, J. E., Baccus, J., Baldwin, M. W., & Foley, J. E. (2008, February). 
Failures in the interpersonal presentation of the anxiously attached. In E. P. Lemay & M. 
S. Clark (Chairs), Understanding and undermining the cognitive and behavioral 
mechanisms that perpetuate relational insecurity. Symposium conducted at the annual 
meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Albuquerque, NM. 

Poster Presentations (* undergraduate student first author) 

*Goldmark, J. L., Hu, J. X., Snyder, K. A., McClure, M. J., & Shrout, P. E. (2013, January). 
Surviving the transition to college: Both chronic and time-limited social support promote 
positive mental health. Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, New Orleans, LA.  

*Greve, B., McClure, M. J., & Brumbaugh, C. C. (2013, January). Chronic approach/avoidance 
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goals and contextual cues predicting relationship initiation expectancies. Poster session 
presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
New Orleans, LA. 

Snyder, K. A., McClure, M. J., Hu, J. X., & Bolger, N. P. (2013, January). Are you sure that is 
the right college for you? Parental influence, psychological need satisfaction, and the 
college decision process. Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the Society 
for Personality and Social Psychology, New Orleans, LA.  

McClure, M. J., Linardatos, L., Evans, V. C., & Lydon, J. E. (2012, July). Approach and 
Avoidance "Goggles": Goals, Perceptions, and Behaviour at Speed Dating. Poster 
session presented at the International Association for Relationship Research biennial 
conference, Chicago, IL. 

Lane, S. P., McClure, M. J., Stadler, G., Shrout, P., & Bolger, N. (2012, January). The 
attenuation effect of mood self reports. Poster session presented at the Emotion 
Preconference of the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 
Psychology, San Diego, CA. 

McClure, M. J., Kellman-McFarlane, K., & Lydon, J. E. (2012, January). What matters most? 
Initial evidence for a Maslovian hierarchy among the fundamental psychological needs 
for autonomy, competence, and relatedness. Poster session presented at the annual 
meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Diego, CA. 

Snyder, K., Stadler, G. McClure, M. J., & Bolger, N. (2011, January). Anxious attachment 
predicts rejection sensitivity across multiple samples. Poster session presented at the 
annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX. 

*Lee, Carolyne E., McClure, M.J. & Lydon, J.E. (2010, June). The success and failure of 
attachment anxiety in initial interpersonal interactions.  Poster presentation at the annual 
Canadian Psychological Association convention, Winnipeg, MA. 

McClure, M. J., &, Lydon, J. E. (2009, June). Priming threat to fundamental psychological 
needs: The cognitive, motivational, and affective consequences. Poster session presented 
at the annual meeting of the Canadian Psychological Association, Montreal, QC. 

*Timmermanis, V. K., McClure, M. J., Bartz, J. A., & Lydon, J. E. (2009, June). Priming 
attachment security in social dilemma Games. Poster session presented at the annual 
meeting of the Canadian Psychological Association, Montreal, QC. 

McClure, M. J. & Lydon, J. (2009, January). Legos for Maslow: Investigating the cognitive 
architecture of fundamental psychological Needs. Poster session presented at the annual 
meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Memphis, TN. 

 
Teaching 

Lectureships  

Columbia University  

Psychology of Close Relationships 2012, 2013 
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Seminar for graduate students and advanced undergraduates 

Social Psychology 
Large lecture course, co-taught with postdoctoral colleague J. Cavallo 

2011 

Social Psychology (Summer Session) 
Small, accelerated lecture course, co-taught with postdoctoral colleague J. 
Cavallo 

2011, 2012 

Guest Lectures  

McGill University  

Attachment and Social Cognition 
Social Cognition and the Self, M. Baldwin, Instructor 

2009 

Evolutionary Approaches to Personality and Social Psychology 
Personality and Social Psychology, J. Lydon, Instructor 

2008 

Evolutionary Approaches to Mating 
Interpersonal Relationships, J. Lydon, Instructor 

2008 

Graduate School in Social Psychology 
Honours Seminar, B. Sherwin, Instructor 

2006, 2008 

Teaching Assistantships  

McGill University  

Advanced Topics in Social Psychology 
Seminar for graduate students and advanced undergraduates, J. Lydon, 
Instructor 

2009 

Research Methods in Social Psychology 
Combined lecture and laboratory sessions, M. Baldwin, Instructor 

2005 

Interpersonal Relationships 
Large lecture course, J. Lydon, Instructor 

2004, 2006, 
2008 

Personality and Social Psychology 
Large lecture course, J. Lydon, Instructor 

2003, 2006 

McMaster University  

Introduction to Psychology 
Responsible for small class section and tutorial of high-enrollment course 
taught via video lectures, R. Day, Instructor 

2002-2003 

Undergraduate Thesis and Research Project Supervision  

Columbia University  

Burdman, D. (attachment anxiety, relationship initiation, expectations) 2011-2012 
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McGill University  

Gros, C. (attachment anxiety, relationship initiation, interpersonal 
behaviour) 

2010-2011 

Kellman-Macfarlane, K. (psychological needs, need-fulfilling goals) 2009-2010 

Abji, S. (psychological needs, subjective well-being, self-esteem) 2008-2009 

Gora, J. (psychological needs, adaptive responses to need-threat) 
Kokin, A. (psychological needs, maladaptive responses to need-threat) 
Lee, C. (attachment anxiety, relationship initiation, interpersonal 
behaviour) 

2007-2008 

Menard, S. (attachment anxiety, relationship initiation, self-esteem) 
Muldanov, A. (attachment anxiety, relationship initiation, mating motives) 
Timmermanis, V. (attachment anxiety, relational ambivalence, priming) 

2006-2007 

Ares, I. (attachment anxiety, relational ambivalence) 
Cudmore, A. (attachment avoidance, deactivation, cognitive constraint) 

2005-2006 

Greenwald, K. (attachment anxiety, relationship initiation, expectations) 2004-2005 
 
Professional Development 

Summer Institute in Social Psychology (SISP) 
Social Neuroscience Course 

Instructors: J. S. Beer & K.N. Ochsner 
Multi-level Modelling Workshop 

Instructor: N. Bolger 

2007 

International Association for Relationship Research (IARR) 
Pre-conference workshop on the Actor-Partner Interdependence Model 
Instructor: D. A. Kenny  

2006 

 
Service and Reviewing 

Postdoctoral Community Council, Columbia University 2011-present 

Graduate Association of Students in Psychology (GASP), McGill University 
Chair from 2005-2007 

2004-2007 

Post-Graduate Students’ Association (PGSS), McGill University 
Councillor representing the Department of Psychology (2005-2007) 
Internal Affairs Committee (2004-2006) 

2004-2007 

Ad Hoc Reviewer 
Journal of Personality 
Journal of Social and Personal Relationships 
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Personal Relationships 
Social Psychological and Personality Science 

 
Professional Affiliations 

Society for Personality and Social Psychology 

International Association for Relationship Research 

Canadian Psychological Association 
 


